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he e r a  o f  s t r a t e gy  ga r ne r s
ha v i ng t o  p u t  u p  w i t h
g a m e  a f t e r  g a m e  c a s t i ng
t he m  a s  R o m a n  ge ne r a l s ,
N A T O  c o m m a n d e r s  a n d

nucl ear . s ubm a r i ne  c a p t a i n s  i s  o v e r .
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do w i t h  c ont r ol l i ng t h e  m o v e m e n t s  o f
t a nk  r e g i m e nt s  o r  t he  a c t i ons  o f  f o o t
sol di er s.  Wi t h  P opul ous  y ou' r e  not hi ng
less t ha n  a n o m n i p o t e n t  de i t y  w i t h  a n
ent i r e  w o r l d  r i p e  a n d  r e a d y  f o r  t h e
t a k i ng.

Be c om i ng t he  m a s t e r  of  al l  y o u  s ur -
v e y  m e a ns  fi r s t  ge t t i ng r i d o f  a not he r
de i ty ,  a  S a t a n i c  d e m o n  w i t h  i ni t i a l
pow e r  a n d  a  f o l l ow i ng e qua l  t o  y o u r
ow n.  S i nc e  b o t h  g o d s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y
i nvi nci bl e,  t he  ba t t l e  f or  s upr e m a c y  i s
f o u g h t  o n  t h e  p l a n e t  b e t w e e n  t h e i r
oppos i ng m o r t a l  f o l l ow e r s ,  w i t h  t h e

n

p ass  t h a t  Bu l l f ro g  Pro d u c t i o n s  a n d
Elec t ro n ic  A r t s  s a id  'L e t  t h e re  b e

Popu lous '.  A n d  t h e re  w a s  Po p u lo u s .
A n d  G a r y  W h i t t a  s a w  t h a t  i t  w a s  g o o d .

I  n t h e  b eg in n in g  t h e re  w a s
Fusion. A n d  i t  c a m e  t o
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are car r ied out  vi a a  bank  of
icons below the mai n game area Fr om  here
earth is quaked,  volcanoes are created,  floods
are caused and Armageddon is tr iggered. The
relatively mundane tasks of altering the land-
scape and gather ing information are also car-
ried out from this point.
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floods and even complete arma-
geddon can be summoned. . .  as long as the god
is sufficiently powerful .  Most of these options
only slow the opposition's progress, but arma-
geddon al ways resul ts i n a  vi ctor y f or  t he
stronger god -  so make sure of  your  status
before you br ing the wor ld to an end.

' y o u r  people's lifespan is not onlyAs
affected by their  individual pow-

er levels, but  also by the type of terrain they
inhabit. For  example,  the Ice Wor ld's hosti le
conditions will soon finish off anyone who stays
out of doors for too long.
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I l ac our fol lowers begin thei r  life in
'Settle' mode.  Havi ng found a

suitable spot of level gr ound (which you pr o-
vide for  them),  a gr oup of  mortals will  bui ld
themselves a hom e -  the size and type of which
depends on the amount of space available (the
range of domiciles stretches from the roughest
of tents t o a  wal led castle).  The  popul ati on
then expands t o  fi l l  t he  bui lding's capacity,
with the excess spilling out to begin the process
all over  again.
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be i nfl uenced by  changi ng t he
Papal Magnet 's  l ocati on.  The  m a gne t  is a
religious focal poi nt in the for m of  a staff or
skull which can be used to attract the popula-
tion t o any par t  of  the  map.  Also,  the  firm
person to reach i t becomes the 'leader'.

R EV IEW

l oser  ba ni s he d for ever .
De s pi t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u ' r e  a l l -

see i ng a nd a l l - k now i ng,  y ou' r e  sti l l  no t
in a  pos i t i on t o  di r e c t l y  c ont r ol  y o u r
m or t a l  f ol l ow e r s '  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  a c -
t i ons.  W h a t  y ou  c a n do  i s i ssue  v a g u e
c om m a nds  a nd a f fec t  t he  lie of  the  l and
t o s ui t  y our  peopl e 's  act i ons_

P opul ous  i s al l  a b o u t  p o w e r  -  l ear n-
i ng t he  f a s t e s t  w a y  t o  ge ne r a t e  i t  a nd
t he  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o  u s e  i t .
A l t hough y o u  s t a r t  w i t h  on l y  e n o u g h
pow e r  to pe r f or m  meni a l  t a s k s  such as
r ai si ng a nd l evel l i ng l and,  i f us e d w i s e -
ly thi s  a l l ow s  y our  popul a t i on t o set  up
hom e  a n d  e x p a n d  t h u s  i nc r e a s i ng •
y our  pow e r .

The  m a i n p a r t  o f  t he  g a m e  i s t a k e n
up by  Conque s t ,  w he r e  y ou a t t e m p t  t o
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s ubj uga t e  t he  pe opl e  of
SOO r e a dy - m a de  w or l ds ,  ga i ni ng pa s s -
w or ds  t o  l a t e r  pl a ne t s  a s  y ou  go.  A n d
if SOO w o r l d s  s o u n d s  a  l i t t l e  l i m i t e d,
P opul ous  is a l so c a pa bl e  of  ge ne r a t i ng
a f ur t he r  1 2 8 . 0 0 0  di f f e r ent  l a nds c a pe s
a t  r a ndom !

l o p p e  ' r i g h t s  ar e a  ki nd of  mediaevalnkTer mi na tor ,  which take a lot of
power  t o  cr eate hut  a r e  one  o f  t he  most
effective offensive forces. They  tr avel  about
enemy ter r i tow,  killing anybody they find and
burning down any settlements that get in their
way.
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ITS NOT
EASY

BEING GREEN
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a n d  K e v i n  D u n c a n  ( t h e  t e a m  b e h i n d  P o p u l o u s )  b e g a n  b u s in e s s  s o f t w a r e  f o r  t h e  A m i g a
u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  Ta u r u s .  R e a l i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  A m i g a ' s  f u t u r e  la y  i n  g a m e s  s o f t w a r e .  P e t e r
a n d  t h e  g a n g  f o r g o t  a b o u t  d a t a b a s e s  a n d  s p r e a d s h e e t s  a n d  a d d e d  s ix  n e w  p r o g r a m m e r s  a n d
g r a p h i c  a r t i s t s  t o  t h e i r  r a n k s  b y  r e c r u i t i n g  t h r o u g h  lo c a l  c o m p u t e r  s hops _

Th e  c o m p a n y ' s  fi rs t  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o d u c t  w a s  t h e  1 6 - b i t  c o n v e rs io n  o f  E n l i g h t e n m e n t :  D r u i d
II f o r  F i r e b i r d .  T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  ' t h i n k i n g  m a n ' s  s h o o t  ' e m  u p '  r e l e a s e d  t h r o u g h
E le c t r o n ic  A r t s ,  F u s i o n .  E v e n  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  s t a g e ,  B u l l f r o g  w a s  a l r e a d y  p l a n n i n g  o u t  a n d
d e s ig n in g  P o p u lo u s :  " I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u re  w h e r e  w e  g o t  t h e  id e a  f r o m . "  s ay s  P o p u l o u s  d e s ig n e r
P e t e r  M o l y n e u x ,  " I t  j u s t  s o r t  o f  a p p e a r e d . "

A l t h o u g h  P o p u l o u s  is  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  i m m o r t a l .  B u l l f r o g  w a s  a n x i o u s  t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m  b e in g
t o o  r e l i g io u s ,  a n d  s o  n a m e d  t h e  t w o  d e i t ie s  G o o d  a n d  E v i l  r a t h e r  t h a n  G o d  a n d  t h e  Dev il_  t h e
la s t  t h i n g  t h e y  w a n t e d  w a s  a  S a l m a n  R u s h d i e - t y p e • h i t • s q u a d  a f t e r  t h e i r  b l o o d !

B e f o r e  p r o g r a m m i n g  b e g a n ,  a  t y p i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  L e g o  t o  a l l o w  t h e
t e a m  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  s t u d y  t h e  n e w  w o r l d ' s  d i m e n s i o n s  a n d  p e rs p e c t iv e .  Th e  g a m e  w a s  t h e n
d e v e lo p e d  o n  t h e  S T a n d  l a t e r  c o n v e r t e d  a n d  a d a p t e d  f o r  t h e  A m i g a .

I n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  g a m e  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  s o u r c e s  — f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e
p o w e c i n d i c a t o r  w a s  m o d e l l e d  a f t e r  a s l i d e r • t y p e  s n o o k e r  s c o r e b o a r d !  Th e  s a m p le s  t h a t  f o r m
m o s t  d f  t h e  a t m o s p h e r i c  s o u n d  a r e  a l s o  r a t h e r  u n l i k e l y .  A f t e r  m u c h  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h
lo g s  a n d  p e t r o l .  B u l l f r o g  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  r e a l i s t i c  fi re  s o u n d  w a s  a c h ie v e d  b y  r u s t l i n g  a
c r is p  p a c k e t !

N o w  t h a t  P o p u l o u s  is  c o m p le t e .  B u l l f r o g  h a s  ju s t  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  o n  t w o  n e w  p r o d u c t s
t h e  fi r s t  i s  C o l o n y ,  d e s c r ib e d  b y  P e t e r  M o l y n e u x  a s  ' a r c a d e  a d v e n t u r e  t a k e n  a  s t e p  f u r t h e r '
a n d  W a r m o n g e r ,  a  v e c t o r - g r a p h i c s  b a s e d  a f f a i r  s a id  t o  be  s i m i l a r  in  c o n c e p t  t o  P o p u l o u s  b u t
w i t h  e v e n  m o r e  i n t r i c a t e  a n d  i n v o l v e d  g a m e  d e s ig n .  -

A s  m e n t i o n e d  in  t h e  r e v i e w  in  is s ue  fi v e,  a POI/L1191.1S e x p a n s io n  p a c k  is  a l r e a d y  in  t he  o f fi ng .
t h i s  w i l l  a c c o m m o d a t e  f o u r  c o m p l e t e l y  n e w  t e r r a i n s  a n d  a  w h o l e  h o s t  o f  d e v i o u s  n e w
t r a t e g ie s .

W h e n  t h e y ' r e  n o t  p r o g r a m m i n g  i n t o  t h e  w e e  s m a l l  h o u rs ,  t h e  B u l l f r o g  b o y s  g e t  t h e i r  k i c k s
f r o m  Ro le  P l a y i n g  G a m e s  l i k e  D u n g e o n  M a s t e r  a n d  t h e  c o in -o p  A s s a u l t  3 6 0 .  P e t e r ' s  a l l • t i m e
f a v o u r i t e  g a m e  is  A n d r e w  B r a y b r o o k ' s  C o m m o d o r e  6 4  c las s ic  P a r a d r o id ,  w h i c h  he  c o n s id e rs
t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  d e s i g n e d  g a m e s  e v e r .

A s  f a r  as  fi lm  o r  c o in -o p  c o n v e r s io n s  a re  c o n c e rn e d .  P e t e r  s ay s  he  has  f a r  t o o  m a n y  o r i g i n a l
g a m e  id e a s  t o  c o n s id e r ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  fi n a n c ia l  in c e n t iv e s  o f  c o n v e rs io n  w o r k :  " A n d  b e s id e s ,  it ' s
m u c h  m o r e  r e w a r d i n g  t o  p r o d u c e  a n  o r i g i n a l  g a m e  t h a t  y o u  k n o w  is  y o u r  o w n . "
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Corpes (Graphics), Shaun Cooper  (Game
testing), Peter  Mol yneux (Game design and pr ogr am-
ming), Kevi n Duncan,  Les Edgar  (administration) and
Andy Jones (graphics and game testing).
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STD e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  P o p u -
lous '  c o d e  w a s  d e v e l o -
ped  o n  t h e  S T,  t h i s  v e r -
s io n  i s  l a g g i n g  e v e r - s o -

s l i g h t l y  b e h i n d .  H o w e v e r .  E l e c t r o n i c
Ar ts i s confi dent  t ha t  i t  wi l l  m a k e  i t
onto the shelves wi thi n a week  of  the
A m i g a  v e r s i o n  a t  t h e  s a m e  p r ic e .

B u l l f r o g  h a s  o n l y  v e r y
r e c e n t l y  e m b a r k e d  o n
t h is
s uc h
b e e n

v e r s io n ,  a n d  a s
n o  d e c i s io n s  h a v e
m a d e  c o n c e r n i n g

E G A  o r  C G A  c o m p a t i b i l i t y -  i t ' s  d u e  t o
be re le a s e d  in  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r
a t  E 2 4 . 9 S .

B u l l f r o g  P r o d u c t i o n s
h a s  c o m e  u p  w i t h  a
m a s t e r p ie c e .  M o s t  w a r -
g a m e s  d o n ' t  s u c c e e d  i n
g e n e r a t i n g  a  g e n u i n e

f e e l in g  o f  ' b e i n g  t h e r e ' ,  b u t  P o p u l o u s
does  — f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  a l l
t h e  a c t i o n  i s  v i e w e d  i n  e x t r e m e  c lo s e -

up.  I n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  w a t c h i n g  c h a r a c t e r -
b lo c k - s h a p e d  t a n k  r e g i m e n t s  d i s -
a p p e a r  f r o m  a  m a p ,  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s
o f  y o u r  a c t i o n s  a r e  v i e w e d  i n  e x p l i c i t
de t a il_  s o  y o u  r e a l l y  d o  f e e l  t h a t  y o u ' r e
s h a p in g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  g a m e  r a t h e r
t h a n  j u s t  w a t c h i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  f r o m  a
d is t a n c e  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l
t a c t i c a l  d e c i s i o n .  T h e  t e n s i o n  g e n e r -
a t e d  b y  t h e  u n i q u e  g a m e p l a y  i s  e n -
h a n c e d  b y  t h e  a t m o s p h e r i c  s o u n d ,  t h a t
f o r  t h e  fi rs t  t i m e  is  a c t u a l l y  i n t e r a c t i v e
r a t h e r  t h a n  ju s t  a n  a e s t h e t i c  f r i l l  t h e r e
is  n o  m u s i c  a s  s u c h ,  j u s t  t h e  s o u n d  o f
ee r ie  l o w - p i t c h e d  w a i l i n g  a n d  r u s h i n g
w i n d  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  d u l l  h e a r t b e a t ,
s p e e d in g  u p  a n d  s l o w i n g  d o w n  t o  in d i -
c a t e  y o u r  p o w e r  lev e l_  Th e r e ' s  a  h u g e
a r r a y  o f  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a
' p a in t  m a p '  m o d e  w h e r e  a n y  g a m e
s c e n a r io  c an  be  s e t  u p  e a s i ly ,  m u c h  l i k e
s e t t i n g  u p  a  c h e s s  p r o b l e m .  A l t h o u g h
t w o  p l a y e r s  c a n ' t  c o m p e t e  o n  a  s in g le
s c reen,  a n  u n u s u a l  t w o  p l a y e r  m o d e .
a l l o w s  t w o  m a c h i n e s  t o  b e  c o n n e c t e d
v ia  s e r i a l  l e a d  o r  m o d e m .  A n d  w i t h
1 2 8 . 0 0 0  l a n d s c a p e s  t o  c o n q u e r ,  r a n g -
in g  f r o m  w a l k o v e r s  t o  t h e  d o w n r i g h t
d ia b o l ic a l ,  i n t e r e s t  i s n ' t  l i k e l y  t o  w a n e
f o r  q u i t e  s o m e  t i m e .  I t s  w h a t  t h e
s e v e n t h  d a y  w a s  i n v e n t e d  f o r .
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